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SUBJECT: 32ND UNGA, SECOND COMMITTEE-RESOLUTION 
ON TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATIONS DECADE IN AFRICA 

REF: (A)USUN 4759;(B) STATE 281349 

1 . SECOND COMMITTEE ADOPTED BY CONSENSUS RESOLUTION 
A/C.2/32/L.3, WITH AMENDMENT A/C.2/32/L3, ON TRANSPORT 

AND COMMUNICATIONS DECADE IN AFRICA. U.S. DELEGATION JOINED 
CONSENSUS AND DELIVERED STATEMENT PRIOR TO DECISION 
INDICATING U.S. VIEWS ON FINANCING QUESTION ACCORDING TO 
INSTRUCTIONS REF B. FULL TEXT U.S. STATEMENT TRANSMITTED 
BELOW. 

2. CZECHOSLOVAKIAN DELEGATION, ON BEHALF OF SOCIALIST 
COUNTRIES. MADE EXPLANATION OF VOTE EMPHASIZING PROVISIONS 
IN RESOLUTION CONSIDERED TO BE UNCLEAR. HE SAID 

QUESTIONS RELATING TO FORM AND SIZE OF ASSISTANCE EXPECTED FROM THE 
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UN ARE LEFT UNANSWERED. LIKEWISE, HE SAID UN COORDINATING 
FUNCTION IN MOBILIZING RESOURCES IS NOT CLEARLY EXPLAINED, 

NOR ARE FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS IN GENERAL ADEQUATELY EXPL- 
ORED. HE EXPRESSED VIEW THAT FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS COULD 
EXTEND FAR BEYOND AVAILABLE UN RESOURCES. IF RESOLUTION CAME 
TO VOTE, HE SAID, SOCIALIST COUNTRIES WOULD HAVE 
ABSTAINED. 
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3. FRG DELEGATIN MADE BRIEF STATEMENT CONFIRMING HIS 
DELEGATION'S UNDERSTANDING THAT AMENDMENTS IN RESOLUTION L.45 
PERTAIN SPECIFICALLY TO FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS REPORT L.33. 

4. FRANCE DELIVERED SHORT STATEMENT SAYING THAT IT WAS 
UNDERSTANDING OF HIS DELEGATION THAT OPERATIVE PARAGRAPH 2 
OF L.3 CONCERNED ONLY PREPARATIONS FOR THE MEETING OF 
MINISTERS TO BE HELD IN ADDIS ABABA IN NOVEMBER, 1978. 

5. FULL TEXT U.S. STATEMENT DELIVERED BY CONGRESSMAN 
WHALEN FOLLOWS: QUOTE THE UNITED STATES DELEGATION 

IS PLEASE TO SUPPORT THIS RESOLUTION ON THE TRANSPORTATION AND 
COMMUNICATIONS DECADE IN AFRICA IN LINE WITH MY GOVERNMENTS 
POSITION AT THE CONFERENCE ON INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC 
COOPERATION AND AT ECOSOC. 

THE PARTICIPATING COUNTRIES AT THE CONFERENCE ON 
INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC COOPERATION REAFFIRMED THEIR BELIEF 
THAT SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC INFRASTRUCTURE PLAYS A CRITICAL 
ROLE IN THE SOCIAL-ECONOMIC WELL-BEING OF ALL COUNTRIES; 

AND FURTHER, THAT INFRASTRUCTURE SHOULD INCREASE THE OVERALL 
PRODUCTIVITY OF THE SOCIAL-ECONOMIC SYSTEM AND DIRECTLY OR 
INDIRECTLY SERVE HUMAN ADVANCEMENT THROUGH THE MEETING OF 
BASIC COLLECTIVE NEEDS. THE UNITED STATES CONTINUES TO 
SUPPORT THESE CONCEPTS. WE ALSO RECOGNIZE THAT THE REGIONAL 
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APPROACH TO INFRASTRUCTURE PROBLEMS IS IMPORTANT WITH REGARD 
TO COUNTRIES THAT ARE PARTICULARLY DISADVANTAGED GEOGRAPHICALLY 
AND INTER ALIA TO THE AFRICAN CONTINENT AS A WHOLE. IN THIS 
RESPECT, WE RECOGNIZE THE IMPORTANT CONTRIBUTION THAT IMPROVED 
TRANSPORTATION AND COMMUNICATIONS WILL MAKE TOWARD THE ECONOMIC 
AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE AFRICAN CONTINENT. 

IN REGARD TO RESOLUTION A/C.2/32/L.3 NOW UNDER 

CONSIDERATION, AND SPECIFICALLY TO THE REPORT 

ON THE ADMINISTRATIVE AND FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

A/C.2/32/L.33 AND THE AMENDMENTS IN A/C.2/32/L.45, THE 

UNITED STATES VIEWS ON THE FINANCING QUESTION HAVE NOT 

CHANGED SINCE THEY WERE EXPRESSED 

AT THE SIXTY-THIRD ECOSOC SESSION. THE UNITED STATES 

CONTINUES TO FAVOR VOLUNTARY FUNDING IN MOBILIZING THE 

FINANCIAL AND TECHNICAL RESOURCES REQUIRED TO MAKE THE 

DECADE A SUCCESS. LIKEWISE WE URGE THE REALLOCATION OF 

RESOURCES IN FAVOR OF THE TRANSPORT SECTOR IN ORDER TO 

MEET ANY FUTURE INCREASE REQUIRED FROM ASSESSED FUNDING TO 

SUPPORT THE SECRETARY GENERAL S ROLE AS RECOMMENDED BY THE COMMITTEE 

FOR PROGRAM AND COORDINATION AT ITS SEVENTEENTH SESSION. 
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